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Since 2013 Gijs de Wit has been working with 

children and youngsters in Mambo, Tanzania. 

In 2018 he found a good partner in the 

Tanzanian NGO Makini, led by Nyakwesi 

Mujaya. A number of acquaintances has set up 

the Dutch supporting foundation 

AllKidsShouldPlay in september 2018. 

 

The purpose is to stimulate the development 

of young people, so that they can have better 

opportunities for an independent and healthy 

life. The foundation tries to realize its aims by:  

- organizing or having organized activities that  

contribute to the development of young 

people, like circus, music, sports and games, 

creative and cultural activities and pre-school 

and extracurricular activities. 

- offering advice and assistance in words and 

in deeds; 

- attracting financial means and supporters for 

the education of young people; 

- thinking along and thinking contrary with the 

executing youth workers in Tanzania  in a close 

cooperation with Makini. 

Our basic principles are: 

- limiting overhead costs to a minimum. Gijs 

works as a volunteer and covers his own 

expenses. That is also the case for the 

members of the Board. 

-anticipate on opportunities that come along 

to let children and young people experience 

them. Making mistakes is part of that. You can 

really learn from one’s mistakes.  

- close cooperation with the parents of the 

children involved and with the inhabitants 

of the village of Mambo and its 

surroundings.  

In 2018 we received  ANBI status, which 

made donations tax deductible for Dutch 

residents. As a starting organization we 

still had a limited  budget in 2018. Despite 

that we have been able to realize quite a 

lot in 2018. What have we been doing in 

2018:  

 

Circus  
Between 30 and 50 children join the circus 

activities on a weekly basis. They train on 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons.  They 

learn how to cooperate, develop their 

creativity and self-confidence and prepare 

for circus performances. In 2018 they 

have put on various performances for 

visitors of hotels in Mambo. The revenues 

of the performances are saved to make 

possible a journey of the circus in 2019. 

 

 

Cooking 

During the circus training sessions several 

girls cook a meal for the whole group.  

Besides learning how to cook they also 

learn to plan, to do the shopping and to 

do the book keeping. This builds up their 

self-confidence. 

 

Barabarani 
We are very proud of the Barabarani: 

playing in the streets with very young 

children in various areas in the village. 
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Older children of the circus have initiated and 

developed this themselves together with 

other youngsters. 

 
In pairs of an experienced trainer with a 

younger trainee they play games, sing and 

read stories for the youngest children in 

Swahili and English on fixed afternoons. This 

provides the toddlers and infants with a 

better start at school.  

 

Education 
We donated a variety of furniture to schools 

that asked for this and needed it. We prefer to 

invest in existing schools and in stimulating a 

better quality of education rather than 

building new schools ourselves.  

 
Education grants: For four students we have 

paid their fees and provided the necessary 

materials like a mattress and school materials. 

They go to several secondary schools.  Besides 

that, we support a young student who has 

started adult education and who still has to do 

his primary school exams in order to be able to 

start adult education at a secondary school in 

2021.  

Sports 

Soccer 

There is no permanent children’s soccer team 

yet. But a lot of soccer is played on the 

beautiful soccer field in the village. The 

foundation provides the materials for this, 

like the balls. 

 

Cycling 

Every Saturday and Sunday morning a 

group of boys and girls goes cycling in the 

mountainous surroundings of the village. 

They learn how to ride a bike, they build 

up staying power and learn their limits 

and develop stamina. The idea is that in 

time they will be able to guide tourists 

who want to go cycling. 

 
The maintenance of the bikes is 

periodically taken care of by a boy from 

the village who is learning to be a cycle 

repairman. He teaches the children how 

they can take good care of their bikes.  

 

Coaching 
In 2018 Gijs has coached the young man 

who is doing the education for bicycle 

repairman in Arusha. His accommodation 

expenses are paid for by an external 

sponsor. 

 

All 20 to 25 trainers and coaches are being 

coached permanently by Gijs and by the 

social worker Omari and teacher Noel. 

They look at the possibilities and give 

children and youngsters opportunities to 

discover new talents and to make 

mistakes to learn from.  
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Beyond our goals 
We received several requests that we did not 

comply with, because they are beyond the 

aims of our foundation. That does not mean 

that they are not worth being financed.   

It concerns the provision of water for a part of 

the village where there is no water source yet 

now. 

 

Materials 

Several visitors were prepared to bring extra 

luggage from Holland. That made it possible 

for us to get materials without extra costs, like 

lots of tennis balls, hula-hoops and hand dolls, 

one-wheel bikes, bicycle parts, basketballs, 

volleyballs, soccer balls, drawing books, 

diablo’s, musical instruments, percussion  

and laptops. 

 

 

 

Staff in Mambo in 2018 
Nyakwesi Muyaja, director Makini, (station 

Dar es Salaam) 

Gijs de Wit, co-ordinator 

Noel Kabbech, teacher 

Omari Mleche, social worker 

Amina Yahaya, trainee 

Shabani Nuhu, trainee 

 

Supporters and funds 
Thanks to you as a supporter and the funds 

that we approached for financial support we 

could already make a good start. The annual 

account and the budget for 2019 are as 

follows: 

 
In 2018 we received our first donations 

from supporters. In 2019 besides 

financing activities and education, money 

will be spent on the construction of the 

AllKidsShouldPlay centre. For that 

purpose, we wrote to two 

funds/institutions to make a donation. 

 

 

Expenses 2018 

  
 

In 2018 the board in The Netherlands 

consisted of: 

Walter van de Vorst, chairman 

Bouwe Hofstee, treasurer 

Maud Verheij, secretary 

Kim Nieuwland, member 

Hendrien van de Vorst, member 

social workers 
14 %

teachers 
22%

food 
circus 12%food 

school 1%
playgroun

d 9%

materials 
and 

activities 
34%

school costs 1%

travel expenses 2%
office  5 %
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